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AGENDA
2022  

1. Prayers

2. Apologies for absence

3. Reports

       a. Church reports

       b. Treasurer’s Report

4. Elections

      a. Church Wardens,

       b. Representatives on the Diocesan Conference. 

      c. Treasurer

      d. Secretary

      e. Church Council Members

      f. Safeguarding Rep 

5. Any other business (for which notice has been given and to which the

meeting agrees)

6. The Grace 
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REV'D MATTS REPORT
2022

Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the cornerstone; in Him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. Ephesians 2:20-22 

The Charitable objectives we follow roughly say what we do is: "the
promotion of the Christian religion and care for the community." 
Have we achieved this in 2022? I genuinely believe we have. 

I want us to focus on the "we" in that last statement. We have achieved
this not one person but us as a church with God as our guide, following in
the way of Jesus empowered by the Spirit, God builds his church. 

We have been through some changes in the formal joining of the Ministry
Area by Bishop Cherry; Rev'd Lisa arrived after Easter, Rev'd Rachel was
ordained in June, and we sadly said goodbye to Fr Dylan but had a
surprise when Rev'd Ralph turned up with his family from Nigeria at the
end of the year. 

The pandemic had an impact at the start of the year, but by the end, while
still being sensible, we've seen growth together. Times can be
challenging, but with God, all things are possible. We have managed to
start something and see brilliant things happen again. 

I will leave the details of what has happened exactly in the church to the
report below, but I will say I am proud of what we have achieved. It has
been an honour to be part of our church communities. I am also
profoundly thankful for all those people who have given to the church's
life in any way. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A20-22&version=ESV
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REV'D LISA'S REPORT
2022

On my arrival, last May, I was made to feel welcome by all the churches of the ministry
area and it has been a privilege to begin to get know you and pastorally care for the
people of St Sannan’s, St Dingat’s and St Peter’s. It has been a challenging 10 months for
me. I knew I would have to hit the road running, which I did, but I underestimated how
long it would take me to settle in, so I have been unable to do many things that I would
have liked to.

It has also been a challenging year for our churches, both financially and in terms of the
numbers of people in regular worship and our engagement with our communities. We
have also seen some antisocial behaviour in the grounds of St Dingats and St Peter’s. In
St Peter’s grounds there has been an increasing amount of litter, broken glass and
vandalism to the Christmas Tree. Despite all this, there has still been much to thank God
for.

On the whole, feedback from the pastoral offices of funerals, weddings, and
baptisms have been positive and many have said that through them they have
rediscovered “their” church. We have had some good engagement with our wider
communities on a social level, the numbers for the lunch club at St Dingats are
increasing and the big outdoor events have been well supported. St Sannan’s has had
quite a few visitors during their open church Saturdays and the beacon lighting drew
people into the church, the community around St Peter’s church have realised that the
church is open through hosting community events and an open harvest thanksgiving
service for the foodbank.

The foodbank is still in St Peter’s but through its connection to the local schools, the
relationship between St Peter’s and its local schools has grown and I have been invited
into one of the schools on several occasions. Schools are now opening their doors and
want to engage with their local churches. In the coming year I am looking to build on
those relationships, to strengthen the connection between our churches and their local
schools. Faithful worship has continued in our churches, and we have introduced
monthly eucharistic services of wholeness and well-being. I would like to thank the
church council for their support and hard work. Thank you to Chris Gardener for his past
work on our finances, and for Peter Harrington and Corinne Robertson for taking over
the role of treasurer. Thank you also to Corinne for her role as Church council secretary,
and to all those who have been put forward to take on roles this coming year. Easter is a
time of hope and resurrection and I look forward to the coming year with hope and with
the risen Christ working within us and the communities in which we are involved, as we
continue to seek to follow Christ through our welcome, worship, fellowship, and service.
 



St Dingats, St Peters and St Sannans 2022 

Page 04

CHURCH REPORT 

St. Dingat’s Church Church Report

Services

This year St Dingats has hosted the Ministry Area Decree Signing, Licencing of Rev’d
Lisa Taylor, Thanksgiving Service for Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Attended by The Mayor of Caerphilly County Borough Council, Gerald Jones MP,
Dawn Bowden MS, Borough Councillors and Community Councillors,
Memorial Service for Her Majesty the Queen. Attended by The Deputy Mayor of
Caerphilly County Borough Council, Gerald Jones MP, Borough Councillors and
Community Councillors.

Midweek Regular Activities
Our midweek activities have included Wednesday Eucharist. Lunch club commenced
16 th March 2022 This has been very worthwhile going from strength to strength and
has attracted members of the community that would not normally attend church.
This has proved challenging at times as we are desperate for more volunteers to
provide cover for the lunch club on a rota basis. We are currently seeking Grant
Funding and faculty for renovation of the kitchen.

Events
Bake sale and Coffee Morning raising in excess of £1000.00 for the conflict in Ukraine.
Proceeds sent to Red Cross for Ukrainian Refugees. Community Buffet lunch paid for
by New Tredegar Community Council to coincide with Service of Thanksgiving for
Platinum Jubilee. Outdoor Concert for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Outdoor August
Bank Holiday Concert. Bake sale held for fundraising. Christmas Fair. Aberbargoed
Ladies Choir held a concert at church in December. Community Raffle Easter and
Christmas. Carols around the Outdoor Christmas Tree. Tree donated by New
Tredegar Community Council. Buffets for Decree Signing and Licencing of Lisa Taylor.
All the events have been well supported and received by the community.
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Life Events
Sunday attendance around 9. Drop in attendance due to illness (ageing
congregation) and ongoing issues with Covid 19.
1 Wedding
3 Baptisms
11 Funerals
1 memorial

A year that has seen some great unforgettable events, but has presented
challenges with a drop in attendance and a lack of volunteers.

St Peter's Church Report 

The past year has seen changes and challenges for the church post-COVID, the new
Ministry Area and our new Team vicar, Rev Lisa Taylor and her family to the area and
vicarage. The Thursday afternoon service at 5pm is not very well attended with an
average of 3 people per service, with a Eucharist being held. However, this is a start,
as there were no services there during COVID and no Sunday service at the present
time.

Despite this the church has been used for a range of alternative gatherings such as:

Thanksgiving service to celebrate 10 years of the Foodbank, based there where the
Archdeacon presided, the church was full, and refreshments and food was laid on
enabling people from different ministry areas to share fellowship.
Remembrance – A service with 40 people was held to remember those who had
lost family members and to pause and not forget those who gave their lives in the
two World Wars, included prayer and a march from church this was well attended
followed by hospitality afterwards .
Christmas – Crib service was held on Christmas Eve, but due to the weather, it was
not well attended. However, the door opened a family entered and the children took
roles as shepherds and wise men alongside the clergy which helped to bring the
Christmas story to life with humour and then followed refreshments and chat about
looking forward to Christmas Day.
Making Space – This is a discussion group that meets once a fortnight and starts
with a meal provided by members plus a hot drink, where current topics with roots
in the Bible are looked at such as the environment.

Community/ Fund raising Events.
There have been several events where the church has been used including:
Warm Space – The church is open on Wednesday afternoon to 6pm for people to
meet, have a hot drink and chat as part of the Foodbank which uses volunteers to
prepare food to be distributed to those who require it.
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Christmas Lights – This involved the church, Bargoed Town Council, and the
Salvation Army band. Although it was a good event, with a few children and parents
present, it was not well attended due to weather that evening.

Summer Fete – This was held in September, due to some participants being away on
holiday. It was well attended with a variety of stalls, including Foodbank, hot food
and drink, and several children who took part in activities on offer. Some of monies
went towards the Foodbank and the church.

Overview

Since the Foodbank has been based in the church, there has been good connections
with the local schools, Ysgol Bro Sannan and Aberbargoed Primary, pupils have
visited from the schools and gained an idea of church and the role of the Foodbank.

There have been no funerals, weddings, or baptisms, however Remembrance services
for those who have lost family members or friends is something being considered.

Post COVID, some members have passed on or not returned, but hopefully with
persistence, support, and time the church will offer a light shining in the troubled
world and be at the heart of the community of Aberbargoed once again.

ST. SANNAN’S CHURCH, BEDWELLTY

Attendance at St, Sannan’s Church fell during covid and has not returned to pre
covid figures. The average Sunday attendance for 2022 was 17.

During 2022 there were 3 Baptisms, 1 Wedding, 35 Funeral services and 9 burials and
internment of ashes.

Wardens appointed to St. Sannan’s for 2022 were P. Jones and C. Robertson. PCC
members appointed were P. Collins and C. Robertson. MAC Representatives were P.
Collins and C. Robertson.

The Holy Well at St. Sannan’s has been modernised, and all repairs have been
completed. On Rogation Sunday, after Eucharist, a service was held at the Holy Well.
It was attended by many of the congregation and visitors.

On 27 th March, 2022 – Mothering Sunday, daffodils were distributed to the
congregation at the end of the Eucharist Service.
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Services were held during Holy Week. A service of Hymns and Reflection was held
on Friday, 15 th April. Easter Sunday Service was held on 17 th April. The
congregation appreciated the Easter eggs that were distributed at the end of the
service.

There were two incidents of theft at St. Sannan’s during May when Paving Stones
and slabs were taken from beside the Lynch Gate and from the pathway. The
Insurance Company reimbursed the cost of replacing the items minus a £500 excess
charge. This work has been completed.

On June 2 nd, a beacon was lit at St. Sannan’s Church. The local community well
attended the event. Hot chocolate was provided.

St. Sannan’s had an open day every Saturday morning during April to October. There
were visitors from overseas and the local community. Some visitors were looking for
information on relatives who were from the area and were buried in the churchyard.
Visitors were appreciative of the refreshments on offer. Many kind comments are
recorded in the Visitors Book.

A Ministry Area Harvest service was held on the 2 nd October which was very well
attended with 71 in the congregation. Food donations received were forwarded to
Rhymney Valley Foodbank for distribution to the local community.

On the 10 th September at 2.30 p.m. a Quiet Day and Holy Communion was held at
the church. On the 11 th September, Trinity XIII, a Memorial Service was held for Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.

On 13 th November, a Remembrance Service was held to commemorate Armistice
Day. A short service was held at the memorial in the church grounds.

On the 18 th December, a Service of 9 Lessons and Carols was held in the evening at
St. Sannan’s, which was well attended. Holy Eucharist, Christmas Eve, took place at
11 p.m. It was well attended by the local community. The last Service of the year was
held on Christmas morning.

No limewashing of the church took place in 2022 but has been arranged for April
2023.
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FINANCES 

Year 2022 
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FINANCES 

Year 2022 
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ELECTIONS FOR
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Nominees for 
church council 

Rev'd Matthew Davis 

Rev'd Lisa Taylor 

Rev'd Rachel Nelmes 

Rev'd Elizabeth Jones 

 

EX OFFICO MEMBERS
(HAVE A PLACE AS VIRTUE
OF THEIR ROLES  

Corinne Robertson 
St Sannans 

Mark Gwynne
St Peters 

Peter Harrington 
St Dingats 

PEOPLES WARDEN

Christopher Gardener 

Diane Holdroyd 

David Mayne 

Peter Collins 

Peter Jones 

Garvin Williams 

Stephen Holdroyd 

Alwyn Robertson 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Alwyn Robertson
Corinne Robertson 
Peter Collins 
Mark Gwynne
David Mayne 
Stephen Holdroyd 

MINISTRY AREA
COUNCIL 
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ELECTIONS FOR
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Nominees for 
church council 

Corinne Robertson 

SECRETARY 

Corinne Robertson 
Peter Harrington 

TREASURER 

Mark Gwynne 

LAY DIOCESAN
CONFERENCE REP 

SAFEGUARDING REP
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MEETING TIMES 

Coming up 

Monday 27th March
7 pm St Dingats  New Tredegar 
For all Churches and congregants to hear what has
been happening around our Ministry Area and to
formally ratify the MAC and church councils.  

MINISTRY AREA VESTRY MEETING 

29th of April 10 am -4.30 pm
Bedwellty House Tredegar 
A time to come together to get to know each other
and plan and contribute to the future of your church
and ministry area.
For all Clergy,
Wardens, 
Ministry Area Council Members
& Church Council Members.  

 

TEAM BUILDING DAY
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MYNYDD BEDWELLTE

Prayer

God of our strength, 
may you build your church in our presence,
empower us to love your world and all people,
lead us to worship you in truth and faith,
and make us into your body here on earth
we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 



MYNYDD BEDWELLTE.CHURCH


