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AGENDA
2022  

1. Prayers

2. Apologies for absence

3. Reports

       a. Church reports

       b. Treasurer’s Report

       c. Trustees Report 

4. Elections

      a. Church Wardens,

       b. Representatives on the Diocesan Conference. 

      c. Treasurer

      d. Secretary

      e. Church Council Members

      f. Ministry Area Council Members 

      g. Safeguarding Rep 

5. Any other business 

(for which notice has been given and to which the meeting agrees)

6. The Grace 
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REV'D MATTS REPORT
2022

Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the cornerstone; in Him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. Ephesians 2:20-22 

The Charitable objectives we follow roughly say what we do is: "the
promotion of the Christian religion and care for the community." 
Have we achieved this in 2022? I genuinely believe we have. 

I want us to focus on the "we" in that last statement. We have achieved
this not one person but us as a church with God as our guide, following in
the way of Jesus empowered by the Spirit, God builds his church. 

We have been through some changes in the formal joining of the Ministry
Area by Bishop Cherry; Rev'd Lisa arrived after Easter, Rev'd Rachel was
ordained in June, and we sadly said goodbye to Fr Dylan but had a
surprise when Rev'd Ralph turned up with his family from Nigeria at the
end of the year. 

The pandemic had an impact at the start of the year, but by the end, while
still being sensible, we've seen growth together. Times can be
challenging, but with God, all things are possible. We have managed to
start something and see brilliant things happen again. 

I will leave the details of what has happened exactly in the church to the
report below, but I will say I am proud of what we have achieved. It has
been an honour to be part of our church communities. I am also
profoundly thankful for all those people who have given to the church's
life in any way. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A20-22&version=ESV
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CHURCH REPORTS 

St. David's Church Church Report

The year began with the Ministry Area decree signing in St Dingat's church. Then we
had our Patronal festival on the 27th of February, where members of the Ministry Area
churches joined us.

At the end of March, we had our first churchyard cleanup, and we have had these
regularly throughout the year. We were encouraged by the community that came
together to help. We have been successful in creating a War grave path through the
churchyard and we're in the process mapping the graveyard. We installed the bat
listening box in the tower to listen to what bats were living in there and started the
process of creating a nature trail through the graveyard.
Creating a 'Space for Nature' in the grounds a green and quiet space this has been
quite successful with a number of volunteers helping and a good time to be in had
especially in sharing a bacon roll and a tea and coffee afterwards. 

Our warm spaces have not been so successful there was not a particular take up for
the soup and pud or all the coffee morning.

Reference: Lisa and Rev and Rachel arrived to our ministry area and both were
warmly welcomed by the congregation.

We have had a few maintenance issues with both the church and the grounds
including problems with damp caused by issues with the guttering and fascia boards
and broken downpipes which took six months to repair. We are currently awaiting
planning permission to remove a number of trees. 

As Covid restrictions ease to be managed to start at Sunday and Thursday services
straight away in addition to Easter services going back to normal some of the
congregation were still not happy taking the chalice during the Eucharist but this was
to be expected with the age of our congregation.
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We held special services as well including St Davids day, Queen Elizabeth's
Platinum Jubilee and garden party and Easter services during which we also held an
Easter egg hunt for the children and families of Rhymney this was a huge success
and we plan on repeating in 2023. Easter eggs were also given to the congregation
on Easter Sunday and on Mothering Sunday posies of fresh flowers were given out.
There were two vigils one for Ukraine where monetary donations were taken and
went to the appeal, the other vigil was for our late Queen who passed away in
September we kept St Davids open for a few days where the community could
come and pay their respects and sign a book of condolences. We had a tabletop
sale and a heritage open day where people could come along and take a look at the
archive records if they wanted to, both of these events were great successes. 

We started St Davids Den where children come along after school and have some
fun, laughter and learn a Bible story this was attended by a number of children and
their parents but has dwindled to four regular children. We hope to promote this and
to get them back and increase numbers.

A Remembrance Day service was very well attended. It was the first full service
since Covid. Christmas services were all successes. The time to remember service
was very dignified and was attended by quite a number of people. Our carol service
was held inside this year because the weather was so bitterly cold. Our family
service happened again and was very well attended by parents and children, fun
and laughter was the order of the day, and all the children went home with a bag of
goodies. All those who attended had hot chocolate, mulled wine & mince pies.

During 2022 there were 28 funerals, five baptisms, and one wedding, with an
average Sunday congregation of 12 per service but with 15 midweek.

Father Matt worked so hard to try and get our congregation back to what it was pre-
Covid we will support him with whatever he needs to do this. With God's help and
guidance, we will get there.
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St. Dingat’s Church Church Report

Services

This year St Dingats has hosted the Ministry Area Decree Signing, Licencing of Rev’d
Lisa Taylor, Thanksgiving Service for Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Attended by The Mayor of Caerphilly County Borough Council, Gerald Jones MP,
Dawn Bowden MS, Borough Councillors and Community Councillors,
Memorial Service for Her Majesty the Queen. Attended by The Deputy Mayor of
Caerphilly County Borough Council, Gerald Jones MP, Borough Councillors and
Community Councillors.

Midweek Regular Activities
Our midweek activities have included Wednesday Eucharist. Lunch club commenced
16 th March 2022 This has been very worthwhile going from strength to strength and
has attracted members of the community that would not normally attend church.
This has proved challenging at times as we are desperate for more volunteers to
provide cover for the lunch club on a rota basis. We are currently seeking Grant
Funding and faculty for renovation of the kitchen.

Events
Bake sale and Coffee Morning raising in excess of £1000.00 for the conflict in Ukraine.
Proceeds sent to Red Cross for Ukrainian Refugees. Community Buffet lunch paid for
by New Tredegar Community Council to coincide with Service of Thanksgiving for
Platinum Jubilee. Outdoor Concert for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Outdoor August
Bank Holiday Concert. Bake sale held for fundraising. Christmas Fair. Aberbargoed
Ladies Choir held a concert at church in December. Community Raffle Easter and
Christmas. Carols around the Outdoor Christmas Tree. Tree donated by New
Tredegar Community Council. Buffets for Decree Signing and Licencing of Lisa Taylor.
All the events have been well supported and received by the community.

Life Events
Sunday attendance around 9. Drop in attendance due to illness (ageing congregation)
and ongoing issues with Covid 19.
1 Wedding
3 Baptisms
11 Funerals
1 memorial

A year that has seen some great unforgettable events, but has presented challenges
with a drop in attendance and a lack of volunteers.



Mynydd Bedwellte 

6

St George's Church Report

2022 allowed us to be more active within our worship and it has been good to have
weekly services every Sunday and Wednesday without Covid restrictions. Sadly, our
organist stepped down this year and this has caused some disruption to us not having
regular choir practice and music not always available in services. 

The great news is that we have managed to continue with our worship and seen a 9%
increase in our Sunday morning attendances in the last six months. We had our
Mothering Sunday Service and each lady was able to take home a beautiful flower.
Our Palm Sunday Service was another witness in the town with palms waving along
the way. Mother’s Union continue to be well established at St George’s and meet
regularly.

We welcomed Rev. Lisa to the Ministry area by hosting her first service at St Georges
after her licensing and it was lovely to welcome everyone from across the ministry
area. We held our All Souls Day service and supported the local Armed Forces Day
Act of Remembrance, with the community starting their walk to the cenotaph from St
George’s. As well as our service of Remembrance, we were able to connect with
every local school to decorate our church railings and porch with some beautiful
poppy wreaths created by the children’s handprints.

Christmas was another busy time with us holding nine lessons and carols service
alongside our Christmas jumper day appeal. We had a toddler Christmas service, a
Christmas eve interactive all age service and our traditional midnight mass, all of
which were well attended.

Our community garden opened in January and weekly meetings were held every
Friday during the growing season. The garden had a slow response and a small
dedicated group kept our crops watered and cared for as well as herded away the
sheep.

In May, we met as a congregation for some social time with a fish and chip supper.
We watched a film reminding us of all the good work we did before Covid in the
hopes of inspiring us to organise even more events and activities. Some social and
fundraising activities throughout the year have been very well attended: bingo nights,
a summer fayre and table top sale, a Christmas market and a Macmillan event.



Mynydd Bedwellte 

7

CHURCH REPORT

June saw the return of our weekly lunch club, providing a warm meal for anyone
who wants to join and continues to be well attended. Tower tots, parent and child
group started in the church hall in September and has been very successful.
Alongside this we started another three new ventures of Grateful Plateful,
TredegART kids and Crochet Kindness. Grateful Plateful was set up as a warm bank
initiative and had very low numbers so has since closed. TredegART and Crochet
kindness have both had more success and continue to meet every Thursday.
Elvis was in the building for our fundraiser in September and making use of the
alcohol licence we linked with a local burger van and cake maker to have a pre-
concert event on the evening before. This brought in a different crowd to our usual
visitors and it was lovely to see everyone popping in for their food and staying a
while appreciating our church building and grounds. The news of the war happening
in the Ukraine brought us all into action at St George’s, and we opened our doors to
be a collection centre for emergency items. We had huge support from the
community and filled two transit vans with donations that linked with the Women of
Newport project and went straight to the frontline in the Ukraine. Due to the huge
response to our appeal, we organised a sell-out fundraising concert with a local
charity Blue Balloon in April and raising thousands of pounds for the displaced
people of Ukraine who made their way to Poland.

Our late Queen played a big part in our year, with us hosting a Jubilee party and
being joined by a few local families. Sadly, the loss of Her Majesty the Queen
brought a sombre time and we opened the church for some acts of remembrance in
September and a memorial service for the whole community.

There are a small group of dedicated volunteers who are at the heart of all we do at
St George’s; those who meet monthly for a big clean, those who serve on the alter
and offer home communion, those who decorate with flowers for special events,
those who sort out maintenance and planning of events and those who do much
more behind the scenes. What we have seen is more people willing to help and step
up and new faces wanting to be part of our church this year.

Service/Group Attendance (Average)/Number held
Sunday morning worship 31-34
Wednesday morning worship 14
Funerals 28
Weddings 7
Baptisms 6
Grateful Plateful 10
Lunch Club 15-20
Tower Tots 25
TredegART 16
Crochet Kindness 8

To summarise 2022 in a sentence it would be ‘the year where seeds were planted in
the community and growth was starting to be seen in the church.’
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CHURCH REPORT

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH REPORT

The ladies arranged the flowers for Lois’s wedding in April. Services were held for
Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

We catered for a Harvest lunch on October 15th with 48 attending. This included
people from the village and the Senior Citizens club. A sum of £370 was raised for
the MacMillan Cancer Support Charity. All souls service was held on November 8th
with 16 people attending. After the service we gathered for refreshments.

The Christmas lunch, with same form as the Harvest lunch, took place on December
15th and 44 people enjoying a fantastic meal. We raised £150 for church funds.
Successful Carol Service was attended by 20 people on December 13th with
refreshments following of mulled wine and mince pies.

A Christingle service, geared towards children, was attended by about 12 adults but
very disappointing as only two children came and they were the Vicars’.

We have been able to provide contributions to Food Bank as decided for Harvest
service.

There have been new blinds for the Parish Room and the Vestry has been
refurbished with new carpets and furniture.

We are an enthusiastic congregation but have an average age of 80 years. 

Consequently, we are sparing in our endeavours because of our health concerns. 

We are only able to do what we want to do.

During 2022 there were:
Funerals.    7
Weddings.  2
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CHURCH REPORT

St Peter's Church Report 

The past year has seen changes and challenges for the church post-COVID, the new
Ministry Area and our new Team vicar, Rev Lisa Taylor and her family to the area and
vicarage. The Thursday afternoon service at 5pm is not very well attended with an
average of 3 people per service, with a Eucharist being held. However, this is a start,
as there were no services there during COVID and no Sunday service at the present
time.

Despite this the church has been used for a range of alternative gatherings such as:

Thanksgiving service to celebrate 10 years of the Foodbank, based there where the
Archdeacon presided, the church was full, and refreshments and food was laid on
enabling people from different ministry areas to share fellowship.
Remembrance – A service with 40 people was held to remember those who had
lost family members and to pause and not forget those who gave their lives in the
two World Wars, included prayer and a march from church this was well attended
followed by hospitality afterwards .
Christmas – Crib service was held on Christmas Eve, but due to the weather, it was
not well attended. However, the door opened a family entered and the children took
roles as shepherds and wise men alongside the clergy which helped to bring the
Christmas story to life with humour and then followed refreshments and chat about
looking forward to Christmas Day.
Making Space – This is a discussion group that meets once a fortnight and starts
with a meal provided by members plus a hot drink, where current topics with roots
in the Bible are looked at such as the environment.

Community/ Fund raising Events.
There have been several events where the church has been used including:
Warm Space – The church is open on Wednesday afternoon to 6pm for people to
meet, have a hot drink and chat as part of the Foodbank which uses volunteers to
prepare food to be distributed to those who require it.

Christmas Lights – This involved the church, Bargoed Town Council, and the
Salvation Army band. Although it was a good event, with a few children and parents
present, it was not well attended due to weather that evening.

Summer Fete – This was held in September, due to some participants being away
on holiday. It was well attended with a variety of stalls, including Foodbank, hot food
and drink, and several children who took part in activities on offer. Some of monies
went towards the Foodbank and the church.
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CHURCH REPORT

Overview
Since the Foodbank has been based in the church, there has been good
connections with the local schools, Ysgol Bro Sannan and Aberbargoed Primary,
pupils have visited from the schools and gained an idea of church and the role of the
Foodbank.

There have been no funerals, weddings, or baptisms, however Remembrance
services for those who have lost family members or friends is something being
considered.

Post COVID, some members have passed on or not returned, but hopefully with
persistence, support, and time the church will offer a light shining in the troubled
world and be at the heart of the community of Aberbargoed once again.

ST. SANNAN’S CHURCH, BEDWELLTY

Attendance at St, Sannan’s Church fell during covid and has not returned to pre
covid figures. The average Sunday attendance for 2022 was 17.

During 2022 there were 3 Baptisms, 1 Wedding, 35 Funeral services and 9 burials
and internment of ashes.

Wardens appointed to St. Sannan’s for 2022 were P. Jones and C. Robertson. PCC
members appointed were P. Collins and C. Robertson. MAC Representatives were P.
Collins and C. Robertson.

The Holy Well at St. Sannan’s has been modernised, and all repairs have been
completed. On Rogation Sunday, after Eucharist, a service was held at the Holy
Well. It was attended by many of the congregation and visitors.

On 27 th March, 2022 – Mothering Sunday, daffodils were distributed to the
congregation at the end of the Eucharist Service.

Services were held during Holy Week. A service of Hymns and Reflection was held
on Friday, 15 th April. Easter Sunday Service was held on 17 th April. The
congregation appreciated the Easter eggs that were distributed at the end of the
service.

There were two incidents of theft at St. Sannan’s during May when Paving Stones
and slabs were taken from beside the Lynch Gate and from the pathway. The
Insurance Company reimbursed the cost of replacing the items minus a £500 excess
charge. This work has been completed.
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CHURCH REPORT

On June 2 nd, a beacon was lit at St. Sannan’s Church. The local community well
attended the event. Hot chocolate was provided.

St. Sannan’s had an open day every Saturday morning during April to October. There
were visitors from overseas and the local community. Some visitors were looking for
information on relatives who were from the area and were buried in the churchyard.
Visitors were appreciative of the refreshments on offer. Many kind comments are
recorded in the Visitors Book.

A Ministry Area Harvest service was held on the 2 nd October which was very well
attended with 71 in the congregation. Food donations received were forwarded to
Rhymney Valley Foodbank for distribution to the local community.

On the 10 th September at 2.30 p.m. a Quiet Day and Holy Communion was held at
the church. On the 11 th September, Trinity XIII, a Memorial Service was held for Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.

On 13 th November, a Remembrance Service was held to commemorate Armistice
Day. A short service was held at the memorial in the church grounds.

On the 18 th December, a Service of 9 Lessons and Carols was held in the evening at
St. Sannan’s, which was well attended. Holy Eucharist, Christmas Eve, took place at
11 p.m. It was well attended by the local community. The last Service of the year was
held on Christmas morning.

No limewashing of the church took place in 2022 but has been arranged for April
2023.



Mynydd Bedwellte 

12

FINANCES 

Year 2022 
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ELECTIONS 

Nominees for 
church council 

Rev'd Matthew Davis 

Rev'd Lisa Taylor 

Rev'd Rachel Nelmes 

Rev'd Elizabeth Jones 

 

EX OFFICO MEMBERS
(HAVE A PLACE AS VIRTUE
OF THEIR ROLES  

Corinne Robertson 
St Sannans 

Mark Gwynne
St Peters 

Peter Harrington 
St Dingats 

Natasha Powles 
St Georges

Ken Russel 
St Pauls 

PEOPLES WARDENS 

Allyson Jones 
St Davids

Andrea Thomas 
St Georges 

Gerald Hales 
St Pauls 

VICARS WARDENS 

Gerald Gardener
Allyson Jones 
Mark Gwynne 

LAY DIOCESAN
CONFERENCE REP 
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ELECTIONS FOR
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Nominees for 
church council 

Christopher Gardener 

Diane Holdroyd 

David Mayne 

Peter Jones 

Garvin Williams 

Stephen Holdroyd 

Alwyn Robertson 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
ST DINGAT'S 
ST PETER'S
ST SANNAN'S

Tony Cowdell 
 
Gerald Gardener 

Keith Hayden 

Enid Hayden 

Karen Williams 

Christine Marshall 

Sarah Jones 

Avril Price 

Cynthia Evans 

Maria Cornlouer 

Alison Powles 

Richard Jones 

Niamh Davila 

Adrian Davila 

Pierre Cornlouer 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
ST GEORGE'S

David Davies 

John banks 

Geoffrey Brice 

Des Cook 

Joyce Davies 

Gaynor Williams 

Kevyn Price 

Anita Andrewartha 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
ST DAVID'S 
ST PAUL'S
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ELECTIONS FOR
MINISTRY AREA
COUNCIL 

Nominees 

Alwyn Robertson
St Sannans

Corinne Robertson 
St Sannans 

Mark Gwynne
St Peters 

David Mayne 
St Dingat's

Stephen Holdroyd 
St Dingat's

Sarah Jones 
St George's

Natasha Powles
St George's

Gerald Hales 
St Paul's 

Gaynor Williams 
St David's

Kathy Rist 
St David's 

MINISTRY AREA
COUNCIL 

Kathy Rist 
St David's 

LAY CO-CHAIR 

Andrea Thomas 
St George's  

VICARS WARDEN

Peter Harrington 
St Dingat's 

PEOPLES WARDEN
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PERSONAL PROFILES 

MAC Nominees  

 My Name is Gerald Hales, I am 80 years old, and Have attended St. Pauls
Church since I was 1year old. I have been a chorister at St Pauls since the
age of 8 years, attended Sunday School and then a Sunday School Teacher
until the Sunday School ended about 10 years ago through lack of children.

I joined the PCC when I was 18, and continued until the Vicars Warden
became ill in 1988, and was asked to deputise for him, until he was well.
Sadly he passed away, so I have been either Vicars Warden or Sub Warden
in the 2 Parishes we have been in, namely New Tredegar and Rhymney.

In 1999 I became a Lay Eucharistic Minister ,and until Covid distributed
Communion to the sick on a regular basis, also conducting Services in the
Church,from the reserved Sacrament. I hope to restart sick communions in
the next week or so.

GERALD HALES 

I live in Tredegar and have attended St Georges church all my life. I live with my
husband and we are blessed with two daughters and two beautiful
granddaughters, all of whom I love to spend precious time with.

I’m a registered social worker and until last September worked in the local authority
for 26 years, 15 of those as a manager of adult safeguarding. I currently work for the
Church in Wales in the Provincial Safeguarding Team where I work across the four
Southern Dioceses to provide support to Ministry Areas on their safeguarding
processes.

Over the years I have been involved in many groups that have taken place within
the church and enjoy being part of the family of the church. I feel privileged to have
been part of the Ministry area Council and would welcome the opportunity to be
part of its future.

SARAH JONES
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I’m Natasha and I’ve attended St George’s church since I was a baby. I’m now the
people’s warden and also run TredegART kids group and the Crochet Kindness
Cafe. I live and work in the Blaenau Gwent area, being qualified and registered as a
professional youth and community worker. I’m currently a mental health
practitioner for young people in the care system. 

I live with my daughter and our two cats and rabbit. (I’m sure I will be a crazy cat
lady in later life.) I’m usually the one drawing others into bright ideas of fundraisers
or social events and love nothing more than catering for a crowd to make tummies
and hearts full. I’m a big believer in building bigger tables rather than higher walls.
I’m all for justice and equality which often means I try and be a voice for the
voiceless. I love travel and my favourite place in the world is Uganda, it’s very much
my other home. 

I love people and places and have a head full of ideas and thoughts to bring people
together and share a little happiness.

NATASHA POWLES 

 I grew up in Rhymney when it was a Brewery town and was christened in
St Davids, where my parents were married. My finest hour was being a
bridesmaid for my cousin there ~ I’m shallow! Essentially, I have an affinity
for the place and I’m pleased to represent the church on the MAC.
My background is in childcare and social work, specifically working with
families who have disabled children, in terms of local delivery and national
policy making. 

I have lived across the UK, working in London, Oxford, Newcastle upon
Tyne and latterly in Powys where I was the CEO for a County wide charity. I
retired early to care for both my parents and since their passing I’ve spent
quite a lot of time travelling ~ I come from a family who travelled a lot and
its in my DNA. I remain curious about what we can positively achieve.

KATHY RIST 
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I have been associated with St Dingats Church for 12 years and have been Church
Warden for the past 7 years. I have been very keen on staging events, in our
churches including summer and autumn fairs, concerts ,lunch clubs and events to
mark significant national events, important not just for fund raising purposes but
because they also encourage vital engagement with our wider communities and
show case local talent.

This year I have also taken on book keeping responsibilities recording the income
and expenditure data for our group of three churches. Recently I have also been
leading worship at some Sunday services in St Dingats Church.

PETER HARRINGTON 

I retired three years ago after spending nearly 40 years in the coal and renewable
energy industries. During my career, I worked my way up to operational and project
management at the Board level. This experience has given me a good
understanding of people; health and safety requirements and budgetary control.
Since retirement, I have been an active volunteer at the Rhymney Valley food bank,
where I am currently the Finance Co-ordinator, and have served on the Ministry
Area Council for the last 12 months.

STEPHEN HOLDROYD 

 My name is David Mayne I am 71 years old, married for 48 years with three children.
I left school at fifteen. In the late nineties I went back to college and gained a btec
National Certificate in Business and Finance. I then went on to Higher Education
gaining a H.N.D. in Business and Finance, and a B.A. Hons. in Purchasing & Supply.

I have been a parent Governor for Bedwellty Comprehensive School and also a
parent Governor for Phillipstown Primary School for a number of years. My main
hobbies over the years have been scouting. I started with the scouts in the early
sixties and retired as District Commissioner of the Rhymney Valley.

I am a member of St Dingat's Church and in the latter years served on the church
and ministry area councils. I live in an old age complex of which I am the organizer
of events of weekly games night and bingo nights. I also act as treasurer for the
Glynsyfi community. 

DAVID MAYNE 
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My name is Alwyn Robertson. I am the father of three daughters and five
grandchildren. I am degree educated and a retired teacher of Physical Education
and Geography with 40 years educational experience.

I was born and raised in Tredegar. Attended Tredegar Grammar School and Cardiff
College of Physical Education. During my younger days, I played rugby for
Tredegar Ironsides. I also played football for a local pub team in the Sunday
morning league. I spent many years working evenings in the Gwent Youth Service. I
was involved with Schoolboy County Football for many years.

I have organised trips to London for World Championship Gymnastics, Harlem
Globetrotters, theatre, etc. as well as visits abroad, for pupils and adults outside of
the school setting. I have also dealt with the finance for these trips.

My main hobby is allotment gardening. 

 

ALWYN ROBERTSON

 My name is Gaynor Williams I am 67 years old and have lived in Rhymney
practically all of my life with the exception of college in Carmarthen and a
foray living in Cardiff.

I am semi-retired having worked for the same organisation from 1983 until
early retirement in 2016.

I was asked back on a part-time basis in 2017 and there I remain to this day.
I have been the Treasurer of St David’s Church Rhymney for over 20 years
following in my father’s footsteps.

My job in my full time employment was that of the Finance Manager for the
organisation.

I feel I can add value to the role of Ministry Area Treasurer and look forward
to serving on the MAC.

GAYNOR WILLIAMS 
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I’m 55 years old and I have one son, Cameron, who has flown the nest. I live
alone with my fur baby Hamish who is a one year old, very excitable Springer
Spaniel.
I retired at the end of 2022 but, prior to that I worked in various senior roles in
Financial Services leading large teams of people. I worked for my employer for 37
years.

St George’s church has been an important part of my life since the age of 9 – I was
in the choir there, confirmed and married there. My son was christened there, and
my church family have been by my side during the challenging times in my life and
supported me throughout. I am the Vicar’s warden and a member of the Mothers
Union. I have been on the Church Council for many years and involved with
numerous youth groups within the church.

I believe I have much to offer the Ministry Area Council as we work together to
shape our future. 
 

ANDREA THOMAS 

My name is Corinne Robertson. I am the mother of three daughters and five
grandchildren. I am a retired School Business Manager with 42 years administrative
experience. I am A.A.T. qualified. During my time as a School Business Manager I
was responsible for the management and supervision of all non-teaching staff,
Personnel and Payroll – teaching and non-teaching staff, Budget Management and
forecasts, all Finance including cheque book management, Health and Safety,
Repairs and Maintenance of School Buildings, and actively involved in school
building projects, reports to the Governing Body, providing staff absence cover and
Clerk to the Governing Body.

During past years, I have been involved with the Girl Guides, assisted in running
Sunday School and for the last year, I have been Warden of St. Sannan’s Church,
Bedwellty.

My hobbies are baking and cake decorating, reading – especially anything
historical, puzzles - all kinds and travelling (love cruising).
 

CORINNE ROBERTSON 
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My name is Mark Saunders- Gwynne and I am a Welsh speaker currently work in
University of South Wales working with Disabled students and as an exam
invigilator. have been a dedicated member of the parish of Bedwellty and New
Tredegar and served on the PCC for several years before the recent change to the
Ministry Area Council and Church Council.

I have helped with the Food Bank , using my listening skills in hearing clients stories
in addition to packing food parcels and collecting food from local supermarkets
ready to be packed later .

I have contributed to worship, leading the prayers, reading and also providing short
reflections when required and raised points at church meetings.
I have helped with various events including Summer Fete, Christmas Fair, Jubilee
celebrations, Saturday Opening , and this has enabled me to get to know the
church community very well , as I feel it is important to work as a team and be
flexible in order to ensure that the ministry area continues to function.

I have been Church Warden in St Peter’s church and assisted with services and
events there including Making Space where I have contributed to discussions within
a small group.

I am very keen to make connections with other community organisations, such as
the church café in Argoed, and Argoed community hall that offers Warm Space, as I
feel this is a way of gaining a wider perspective on how we can link up and it opens
doors to Finally, the church fellowship has helped me as during the COVID crisis, I
was unable to attend church and missed the fellowship and contributing as my
mother had a severe stroke and unfortunately passed away, but the daily prayer
sessions helped me maintain contact and when churches reopened I was able to
reengage with church life.

 

MARK GWYNNE 
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Information 

Contact:  

Name 

Principle Address: 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 

Gaynor Williams (Treasurer) 

The Revd Matthew Davis 
The Revd Lisa Taylor 
The Revd Elizabeth Jones 
Andrea Thomas (Churchwarden) 

Peter Harrington (Churchwarden) 
Kathy Rist (Lay Co-Chair) 
Corrine Robertson (Secretary) 
Peter Collins 
Gerald Hales  
Stephen Holdroyd  
Sarah Jones  
David Mayne 
Natasha Powles  
Kenneth Russel  
Mark Gwynne  
Sandy Grant 
Keith Hayden - Resigned August 2022 

Smart Money Cymru 
Credit Union Building 
Wesley Rd 
NP12 1PP 

Lewis & Co 
Charted Accountants 
Janet Phillips 
85 Commercial Street 
Risca 
Newport 
Gwent 
NP11 6AW 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 

St George’s Vicarage 
Church St 
Tredegar 
NP22 3DU 

Tel: 01495 722672 
Email:
Contact@mynyddbedwellte.church 
Web:  Mynyddbedwellte.church 

Trustees Bank 

Independent Examiners 

Ex-Offcio 

Co- Opted 

Elected Members 
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Trustees Report 2022 

We joined formally as a Ministry Area at the start of 2022 with Bishop Cherry Vann signing the 
Decree making us formally into a Ministry Area. 

The Coronavirus pandemic still had an impact on the life and work of the Ministry Area at the start 
2022. However we were able to meet as a church and restart work that had ceased due to the 
pandemic and interregnum and start new initiatives as well. 

The pandemic has impacted upon the finances of the charity but with support from the 
Representative Body of the Church In Wales, a grant alleviating ministry share and increases in 
regular/ direct giving we did manage to meet our financial liabilities. Significant levels of 
expenditure have been identified for building repairs and projects in 3 churches. 

The trustees have pleasure in presenting their report and financial statements for the charity for the
year ending 31st December 2022. 

The Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area is a grouping of six churches in the Archdeaconry of the
Valleys, part of the Diocese of Monmouth in the Anglican province of the Church in Wales. 

It comprises of the churches of St David’s Rhymney, St Dingat’s New Tredegar, St George’s Tredegar,
St Paul’s Abertysswg, St Peter’s Aberbargoed and St Sannan’s Bedwellty. 
The Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds the land and property of the Church in Wales,
they are an exempt Charity set up under Section 13(2) of the Welsh Churches Act 1914. They act on
behalf of the province in paying the stipends of the full-time clergy and administering the Church in
Wales’s scheme of gift aid. 

The Ministry Area Council act as Parochial Church Council and Charity Trustees for the entire 
Ministry Area. It is not a body corporate, and its composition, procedure and powers are regulated by
the Constitution of the Church in Wales. Trustees met five times in 2022. 

The clergy team consists of the Ministry Area Leader (Rev’d Matthew Davis); A Stipendiary Priest 
Rev’d Lisa Taylor, one non-stipendiary priest (Rev’d Elizabeth Jones). During 2022 the Rev Rachel 
Nelmes was ordained Deacon and serves in a non-stipendiary capacity. We were supported by Rev’d
Brenda Jones, Rev’d Joe Hasler and Rev’d Dylan Bate. 

The ministry area has the secretary as Corinne Robertson and Gaynor Williams is the treasurer for
the Ministry Area Council. The Ministry Area Leader appointed Andrea Thomas as his Ministry Area
Warden and the AGM elected Peter Harrington as people’s warden. 

Summary 

Structure and Governance. 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 4
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Objectives and Activities 

The objectives of the charity are achieved by promoting throughout the ministry area the whole 
mission of the Church and includes the following: 

•Conducting regular Christian worship including the Holy Eucharist, marriages, funerals and 
baptisms;  

•The provision and maintenance of the fabric of each of the six churches, churchyards and 
associated buildings;  
•The maintenance of Christian burial places; 

•Promoting the study of Christian teaching, practices and Scripture; 

•The provision of means and encouragement to promote fellowship within the membership 
of the Churches and the wider community;  
•Pastoral care and visiting the sick & dying; 
Fostering ecumenical links between differing Christian denominations;  
•Supporting the work of other charities. 

In preparing this report, the Ministry Area Council have considered the guidance issued by the
Charity Commission on public benefit. In each decision made, we have sought to weigh up the 
benefit and/or detriment both for those who join us for public worship within our congregations and
those residents in our communities. 

 
Monies are raised by freewill offertory, fundraising activities and specific appeals. These are used to
support the work and administration of the churches and wider mission. Both the Ministry Area,
and its constituent local churches, continue to actively increase attendance and develop mission
work in the community. Many of those involved in the main functions of the churches are
volunteers. The Ministry Area is grateful to all of those who freely give of their time voluntarily. 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 5
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Creation of Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 

Activities within the Ministry Area can be split broadly into three categories: 
1. Worship, prayer and pastoral care 
2. Fundraising and social events 
3. Mission and community outreach.  

Church attendance numbers were still recovering from the decline during the pandemic but
over the year we have had people come back and new attendees as well. 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals took place in our church buildings and funeral services 
were also conducted in local crematoria and private chapels. 
The Electoral Roll consists of 209 members. 

A number of study and prayer groups were held online and in person. 

Activities for children including a weekly St David’s Den. 

We held groups such as the The Mothers Union and church choir. 

The Ministry Area has close ties with the Making Space Community. 

The ministry team endeavoured to support those who were bereaved or sick at home or in
hospital both over the phone and also in person. 

Family church events and services were held throughout the year. 

Several ministry area services were held including harvest and patronal festivals. 

Well attended Remembrance Day services were held across the Ministry Area. 

Schools engagements with a particularly great uptake of Christingle services at Christmas. 

Christmas services were held for the first time fully since the pandemic with good 
attendance. 

Bishop Cherry announced in December of 2020 that long held plans to form a Ministry Area were to 
take place and there would plans put in place to join the parishes of St George and St James with 
Rhymney & Bedwellty. 

A transition team was formed from members of these churches to guide this process and establish 
ways of working, decide a name and help form the Ministry Area Council. In the start of 2022 Bishop 
Cherry Vann through a special decree signing service made the Ministry Area an official entity. 

We have had several Ministry Area Services and have worked on growing together and supporting 
each others churches. 

Activities 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 

Worship, Prayer and Pastoral Care •
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Fundraising & Social Events 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 

Mission & Community Outreach 

Celebrating the Queens Diamond Jubilee with tea parties, concerts and street parties. 

Fairs 

Bake sales 

Fun days 

Concerts 

Bingo nights 

Fish and chip suppers 

Raffles 

Many social and fund-raising activities were able to go on in 2022 which was a welcome change to
what was able to happen in 2021 due to the pandemic. 

schools work including serving on boards of governors. 

Mother & Toddler Group. 

Lunch clubs in St George’s, St Davids and St Dingats 

Special gatherings such as harvest lunches 

Coffee Mornings 

Rhymney Valley Foodbank 

Mothers Union and their appeals 

Christian Aid appeals 

Growing Space Allotment 

Books of Condolences and prayer spaces for the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth

Organising collections for Ukraine 

Crochet cafe - Woolcraft and chatting 

Warmbanks and meals 

Art Clubs for children- TredegART 

Church open days. 

St Davids Space for nature community nature reserve. 

Concerts and fundays 

The ministry area to reach out to our local communities through organisations and events such as: 

7
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Fabric 

Risk Review 

Reserves Policy 

Due to the Ministry Area restructuring, the trustees are in the process of reviewing our reserves 
policy to balance our commitment to both achieving the Charity's aims in the present and ensuring 
the viability of the Ministry Area in the long term. 

The Ministry Area Council is responsible for ensuring that reviews of all major risks are conducted 
and that wherever possible systems have been established to mitigate these risks. The risks facing 
the Charity include the state of repair of the churches, churchyards, church halls and the financial 
requirements to meet its stated activities. Each local church is encouraged to conduct a review of its 
own risks and this is periodically an agenda item for the Ministry Area Council. 

Our income was less then our expenditure this last year due to rising costs inc. utilities and reduced 
attendance and giving. We have aimed to remedy this with increasing numbers of attendance and 
reviewing spending. 

The ministry area has adopted the Church in Wales Safeguarding Policy. Sarah Jones is the 
Safeguarding Officer for the Ministry Area. A new General Data Protection Policy (GDPR) was 
adopted in 2021 and the Ministry Area fully complies with GDPR legislation. 

The full impact of the Coronavirus on the charity’s ability to fulfil it’s objectives, church attendances 
and finances remain highly uncertain. There have been no serious incidents or other matters 
relating to this charity over the previous financial year that we should have brought to the attention 
of the Charity Commissioners. 

Three out of the six churches in the ministry area are listed buildings (2 grade 2*, 1 grade 2). Each 
local church congregation is encouraged to carry out regular inspections and maintenance as 
required. Quinquennial inspections are carried out by an independent architect. 

Whilst most of the church buildings are considered to be in a good/ reasonable condition for their 
age, we are in need of urgent repairs to three churches St David’s, St Dingats and St George’s all due to 
damp and water ingress. 

Graveyard maintenance has been a highlighted issue with dangerous trees being identified within St 
Davids churchyard and gravestones in St David’s and St Sannan’s needing attention. 
A theft of flagstones from St Sannan’s Bedwellty was deeply upsetting however these have been 
replaced thanks to the insurers. 
We have experienced some damage from storms that was repaired. 

The Rhymney Valley Food Bank operates out of St Peters church and hires the space from us for 
storage and operations. Regular services still take place there midweek on a Thursday. 

Mynydd Bedwellte Ministry Area 8
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This will involve identifying appropriate uses for the restricted funds available to us, in order to
ensure sufficient unrestricted reserves are available to deal with any unforeseen or unplanned
events as and when they arise while ensuring the aims are attainable. 

The financial assets of the Ministry Area are maintained at a local church level, splitting equitably 
payments such as ministry share, clergy expenses etc. Each church committee seeks to achieve the 
best available interest rate from bank accounts. 

The Ministry Area Council (trustees) retains overall responsibility for all the finances and 
investments of the charity. 

We look forward to what we will be able to achieve in 2023 hopefully growing on the good work of 
this year but also exploring the new opportunities that arise. We hope to put on important church 
celebrations marking important ages, continue with our well attended social and fundraising events 
and most importantly explore together where God is leading us strengthening our worship life and 
exploring new ways forward. 

A big thank you is needed for the tireless work of the volunteers who put in so much love and energy
to make sure our churches are the best the can be. Without their work the year we had in 2022 would
not have happened. 

The Charities Act requires the Council to prepare a statement of accounts for each financial year 
which comply with the regulations made under the Act. 

The Council is responsible for keeping accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy 
the financial position of the charity and contain entries showing from day to day all monies received 
and monies expended by the charity and the matters in respect of which those transactions took 
place and also contain a record of the assets and liabilities of the charity. The law also sets out the 
responsibilities for the preparation and content of the Annual Report. 

The Council is also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and ensuring their proper 
application under charity law and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection 
of fraud and other irregularities. 

Volunteers 

Investment Policy 

Looking Forward Onto 2023 

Statement Of Ministry Area Council Responsibilities

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf by

The Reverend Matthew Davis, Co-Chair. 
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Independent examiners report 
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Financial Report 2022
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MEETING TIMES 

Coming up 

29th of April 10 am -4.30 pm
Bedwellty House Tredegar 
A time to come together to get to know each other
and plan and contribute to the future of your church
and ministry area.
For all Clergy,
Wardens, 
Ministry Area Council Members
& Church Council Members.  

 

TEAM BUILDING DAY
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MYNYDD BEDWELLTE

Prayer

God of our strength, 
may you build your church in our presence,
empower us to love your world and all people,
lead us to worship you in truth and faith,
and make us into your body here on earth
we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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